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Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / July 17 

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Executive Order Blocking 
Property of Additional Persons in Connection With the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iraq 
July 17, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the International Emergency 

Economic Powers Act, as amended (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)(IEEPA), I hereby re-
port that I have issued an Executive Order 
blocking property of persons determined to 
have committed, or to pose a significant 
risk of committing, an act or acts of vio-
lence that have the purpose or effect of 
threatening the peace or stability of Iraq 
or the Government of Iraq or undermining 
efforts to promote economic reconstruction 
and political reform in Iraq or to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people. 
I issued this order to take additional steps 
with respect to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13303 of May 
22, 2003, and expanded in Executive Order 
13315 of August 28, 2003, and relied upon 
for additional steps taken in Executive 
Order 13350 of July 29, 2004, and Execu-
tive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004. 
In these previous Executive Orders, I or-
dered various measures to address the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States posed by obstacles to the or-
derly reconstruction of Iraq, the restoration 
and maintenance of peace and security in 
that country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic institu-
tions in Iraq. 

My new order takes additional steps with 
respect to the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13303 and expanded 
in Executive Order 13315 by blocking the 
property and interests in property of per-
sons determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State and the Secretary of Defense, to 
have committed, or to pose a significant 
risk of committing, an act or acts of vio-

lence that have the purpose or effect of 
threatening the peace or stability of Iraq 
or the Government of Iraq or undermining 
efforts to promote economic reconstruction 
and political reform in Iraq or to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people. 
The order further authorizes the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of De-
fense, to designate for blocking those per-
sons determined to have materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, material, 
logistical, or technical support for, or goods 
or services in support of, such an act or 
acts of violence or any person designated 
pursuant to this order, or to be owned or 
controlled by, or to have acted or pur-
ported to act for or on behalf of, directly 
or indirectly, any person whose property 
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to this order. 

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of Defense, the 
authority to take such actions, including the 
promulgation of rules and regulations, and 
to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of my order. I am 
enclosing a copy of the Executive Order 
I have issued. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 

July 17, 2007. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 
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July 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

Remarks Following a Discussion on Health Care in Landover, Maryland 
July 18, 2007 

Today I’ve had a really good discussion 
about health care and health care problems 
with three businessowners and employees 
of the small businesses with Secretary 
Leavitt and Mark McClellan and Adminis-
trator Preston. I heard a common com-
plaint, that health care is—the costs are 
too high; that small-business owners feel 
very pinched by these high costs; that they 
don’t like the idea of having to make the 
decision between providing health care for 
their employees and not expanding their 
businesses.

And the fundamental question, given 
these frustrations, is, what do we do about 
it as a nation? There is an interesting de-
bate taking place in Congress, and there 
is a philosophical divide. Some in Congress 
believe the best solution to solving the frus-
trations of uninsured and high costs for 
small businesses is to expand the role of 
government. I have a different point of 
view. I believe the best way to deal with 
the frustrations of high cost of health care 
and uninsured is to change the Tax Code, 
is to make health care in the private sector 
more affordable and more available. 

The debate in Congress is now centering 
around what’s called SCHIP, which is the 
children’s health care insurance program. 
It was a program initially designed to help 
poor families afford health care for their 
children. I support that concept. As a mat-
ter of fact, the budget I submitted funds 
health care for poor children. Members of 
Congress have decided, however, to expand 
the program to include, in some cases, up 
to families earning $80,000 a year, which 
would cause people to drop their private 
insurance in order to be involved with a 
government insurance plan. 

And when you couple that with the idea 
that some have suggested of reducing the 
age at which you can be eligible for Medi-
care, you’re beginning to get a sense of 

a strategy to grow the government role in 
the provision of health care. I believe gov-
ernment cannot provide affordable health 
care. I believe it would cost—it would 
cause the quality of care to diminish. I be-
lieve there would be lines and rationing 
over time. If Congress continues to insist 
upon expanding health care through the 
SCHIP program, which, by the way, would 
entail a huge tax increase for the American 
people, I’ll veto the bill. 

Our proposal is a strategy that says to 
small-business owners and individuals, we 
want you, one, to be in charge of your 
health care system—health care decisions; 
and, two, we believe you’re discriminated 
against in the Tax Code. You work for a 
large company, you get a tax break on your 
health care. You work for a small business 
and/or you’re in the individual market, you 
don’t get the same tax break. And that’s 
unfair, and it’s not right. And therefore, 
I have proposed to the United States Con-
gress that we have a $15,000 deductible 
for families and a $7,500 deductible for 
individuals, all aimed at encouraging people 
to be able to afford insurance and aimed 
at the encouragement of the development 
of an individual market. 

I believe strongly that small businesses 
ought to be afforded the chance to pur-
chase health care across jurisdictional 
boundaries. Mike owns a small restaurant; 
he ought to be able to pool risk with res-
taurants in Texas or California or anywhere 
else, so he can better afford insurance. I 
want patients making decisions, not bureau-
crats in Washington, DC. I want the system 
to benefit the individual, the small-business 
owner, not large insurance companies. 

And I really do believe that government 
involvement in health care will lead to less 
quality care and rationing over time. And 
therefore, we proposed a plan. I urge the 
Congress to work with us on making the 
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